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On the pitch and off the pitch challenges!
It’s horrible to support a football team and suffer relegation, but after a few near misses, the U’s
gave way to the pressure of League One Football and with a mixture of pain and perhaps relief, their
supporters now face a new challenge in League Two
Long ball football with beefy centre halves and physical centre forwards? We won’t have long to
wait until we see if that is the case. It will be interesting to see how our brand and style of football
matches up this season. Personally I don’t see much difference between the two divisions, but the
proof of the pudding will be the results, and for that we welcome John McGreal to the Manager’s
seat and wish him the very best of luck and good fortune
The new gaffer has already lost a few players, not unexpectedly, and for some cash too which is a
pleasant change for the U’s. Money has been spent on a few new faces, some of which have shone
in pre-season with some still looking like they are keeping their powder dry for the main event. Our
remaining young guns have done well in the face of the new competition within the squad, with
Sammie, Tom and Drey performing particularly well
Off the pitch, the CUSA carries on as normal despite having plenty to think about since May. Firstly,
a big thank you to those that have offered us guidance and support these last few months. We are to
continue with our annual membership scheme and also, without doubt, the away travel for our
members
We are very proud of what we have achieved over the years and we did not want to bring an end to
the trust, friendship and reliability that we have a name for. It will obviously be tough for us to try
and compete with an alternative provider of away travel, especially as they seem to have the
“official” badge, but in our therefore “unofficial” way we will continue to look after the guys and gals
that choose to come with us. Judging by the early numbers of bookings, we won’t exactly be
running empty and I thank you all once again for that support
That aside, it’s the U’s that matter the most to all of us. We are due a good season of football from
the team we follow and cherish. The squad looks good enough and I think our new Manager has a
bit about him too, so let’s give all of them the backing and support we can to get back into League
One as soon as possible
Up the U’s Jon
CUSA CONTACT POINTS
Post – Jon Burns, Chairman, 17 Northgate Street, Colchester CO1 1EZ
Email – enquiries@cusa.co.uk
CUSA Away Travel - phone (7-9pm) or text – Jon 07752 531600 and Jackie 07873 294146
Email - away_travel@cusa.co.uk
CUSA Membership – Malcolm 07901 612603 – membership@cusa.co.uk
Twitter - @CUSAsupporters Facebook – Colchester United Supporters Association

CUSA MEMBERSHIP
Thank you to all of our 340 members from last season. The membership renewal date is 1st August
and we are hoping that many of you will continue to support us – and if you’ve renewed already,
then thanks again!
As the new season approaches and a new challenge for the U’s awaits in League 2, we all have
decisions to make on where to spend our hard earned cash. Is it to be a season ticket, the latest
shirt and of course the reason that you are hopefully reading this, CUSA membership renewal?
To help you make a decision why you should renew, we thought that we would explain what your
money is used for. A proportion is of course used for administration, postage, stationary and we are
trying to reduce this by using electronic mail where possible. If you have not submitted an email
address yet, please do so.
Another amount is used for the sponsorship of a player’s shirt each season in the name of the CUSA
members, money which helps the club. A number of local charities are also supported by
contributions, these include children spending Christmas in Colchester Hospital last year.
We also have now sorted the thousands of programmes kindly donated by U’s fans over the years
and the money raised by the sale of these, is also used to contribute towards the above.
The vast majority of the Associations funds are used to subsidise the coach travel. As we are a nonprofit making organisation, all fares for away games are calculated on a break even basis and as
there is not always enough people travelling, the shortfall is made up by the Association. Over last
season on away travel we had a deficit of £860 which was covered by membership income.
During the 2016/17 season, the Football Club will celebrate its eightieth year since formation. To
acknowledge this, the CUSA is going to introduce a loyalty scheme for those who decide to travel
with us.

Once you have completed twelve journeys to league and cup matches, you would then be entitled to
a £1 discount on all future bookings and should you go on to reach eighteen trips, the discount
would then become £2. This scheme is designed to reward loyal regular travellers and to encourage
new faces to join us as we travel the motorways of England and Wales. We will be visiting some new
grounds and revisiting some that we have not seen for some years.
This is our first venture along these lines and if after a while we feel that we haven’t got the levels
quite right, then we’ll look to adjust them.
Obviously, we are always open to feedback and if maybe there is a way we can additionally help all
of our members, so if you have any thoughts, then please drop us a line

CUSA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016
The 2016 CUSA AGM will be held at the Weston Homes Community Stadium on Monday 19
September at 7.30pm
At the AGM, members will be presented for adoption the audited balance sheet and statement of
accounts for the preceding financial year, the Annual Report will be presented, an Auditor shall be
appointed and matters of Association Policy shall be determined
All matters intended to form part of the agenda must be received by the CUSA Chairman by midday
Monday 5 September. An agenda including all resolutions received will be circulated to members
after this date
There is no election of officers or committee members in 2016 as this is done every second year

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN POLICY
During the course of last season discussions were held with CUFC about supporting their
commitment to the safeguarding and welfare of young people
The CUSA recognises that it has responsibilities to members under the age of 18 when they travel to
away games on board the CUSA arranged coaches
As such the committee has agreed to adopt a policy which will be issued to the parent/guardian of
all members under the age of 18 with the understanding that before they are permitted to travel with
us, a completed safeguarding form must be returned to the Membership Secretary
The main change for us is that by adopting this Policy, all members under the age of 16 must be
accompanied by a parent/guardian at all times
Copies of the Policy document and form are available upon request, and as stated will be issued to
all members under the 18 as a matter of course

PROGRAMMES FOR SALE
CUSA have a vast back catalogue of Colchester Home and Away programmes available for sale.
They are from 1960 to this season and are priced below market value
Team sheets from the 1990’s are also available, these are mainly for Home Matches
If you have any gaps in your collection, please drop a Wants List into us and we will see what we
can do to help.

CUSA SEASON BAR 2016-2017
As featured in the last newsletter, the new season bar is now available to buy at £3. If you would like
to add to your chain of bars, then please come and see us or get in touch
If you wonder what all this “bar” business is about then please have a look at our website as it may
be something you would like to start. We have quite a few old bars available at a cheaper price, so if
you wanted to go back a few years then I’m sure it would not be a problem for us

CUSA PLAYER OF THE SEASON 2015-2016
Our congratulations to Joe Edwards, winner of the both CUSA awards, including the Away Player of
the Season, at the CUFC End of Season Dinner
Presenting the trophies on our behalf were CUSA life member John Tweed and CUSA member
Kathie Ford – thanks to them both for helping us out on the night
Thank you for your votes and you will be interested to learn that for the main award, in 2nd place was
George Moncur and 3rd place Alex Gilbey
The Away Player of the Season was a close run affair with total votes cast on the CUSA coaches
during the course of the season being in excess of 5,600. Joe was just 65 votes ahead of 2nd place
man Elliott Parish, who in turn was only fractionally ahead of Tom Eastman
Sadly the theme of our winners picking up the trophy and then playing elsewhere the next season
has continued with Joe, and although we wish him well at Walsall, he will be greatly missed at the
U’s

CUSA AWAY TRAVEL
We are pleased to continue our excellent relationship with everyone at Talisman Coachlines for the
coming season. Members of the CUSA Committee met up with them after the end of last season and
had a good discussion about the challenges ahead and it was great to hear that they would do what
they could to support us. With that in mind, as a “new season” offer, they have generously priced
the 1st game of the season at £12 for each CUSA member
SATURDAY 6 AUGUST – HARTLEPOOL
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 7.00AM
ADULT MEMBERS £12
CONCESSION MEMBERS £12
TUESDAY 9 AUGUST – BRIGHTON – EFL CUP
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 3.30PM
ADULT MEMBERS £16
CONCESSION MEMBERS £14
SATURDAY 20 AUGUST – PORTSMOUTH
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 10.00AM
ADULT MEMBERS £19
CONCESSION MEMBERS £17

SATURDAY 27 AUGUST – WYCOMBE
WANDERERS
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 11.00AM
ADULT MEMBERS £16
CONCESSION MEMBERS £14
SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER – BARNET
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 11.30AM
ADULT MEMBERS £14
CONCESSION MEMBERS £12
TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER – CRAWLEY TOWN
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 4.00PM
ADULT MEMBERS £15
CONCESSION MEMBERS £13

MEMBERS PAGE
A NEW ERA AT THE WESTON HOMES
I am a regular supporter who attends 40+ games per season. I have to say I was much more
disappointed by Kevin Keen’s departure than the relegation which had been inevitable for months.
When Kevin and David Wright came in, my opinion was they needed at least a two year tenure to
really turn things round. Performances, if not results, improved immediately before a set back from
mid January to mid February. However, there were real signs of improvement from the beginning of
March and I do believe we could have been in for a good season next time had Kevin remained.
The relegation has arguably been coming for the last 4 seasons, although I agree with Robbie
Cowling that we all expected better this year. On paper we had a better playing squad and should
have achieved a mid table finish. It all seemed to go wrong from the second half at Shrewsbury
when Micky Mellon used his plan B, something we didn’t have and a 2-0 lead became a 4-2 defeat.
Including that we shipped 37 goals, in the 11 league games (average 3.36 per game), immediately

prior to Keen’s arrival, compared to 62 in the other 35 games (average 1.77). In hindsight we should
have stuck with Elliott Parish all the way through, as he doesn’t get beaten from 30 yards!
We will probably never know what went on at the meeting with Kevin, but those who are critical of
Robbie Cowling and want him out have no doubt shouted the loudest. However, although he comes
across as being somewhat autocratic, he is the man with the purse strings and he has put much
time and effort into the U’s over the years and has produced a very good academy which is now
starting to pay off. True supporters would not want to see the club go to foreign ownership and I
think it is definitely a case of “better the devil you know”.
Now the decision has been made to appoint John McGreal, it is important that the supporters get
behind him and Steve Ball. He has been ideally placed to see the young players with first team
aspirations as well as established players returning from injury. League Two will not be easy and
whilst it may take time for the team to settle, most of us are looking at a minimum mid table finish
and would like to see at least a push for the play offs next year.
Up the U’s
Mike Heaps

A nice footballing contribution from Ted Matthewson…
I’ve always had a soft spot for old football books. There are the ghost written autobiographies, many
by fading stars who need to resort to sensationalism to sell copy; There are the enormous statistical
tomes with every conceivable statistic to settle any football argument; There are the club eulogies,
hymn sheets for the converted penned by the indifferent; There are the arty coffee table photo
books. Reluctantly we must now admit a category for football hooliganism, which largely they are
just writing about now, rather than participating.
My favourites are the old football annuals, with copious pictures of players of the day. These started
to appear around the end of the nineteen forties with the country escaping from wartime austerity
and the public appetite whetted by resumption of the national game. Such titles as Stanley
Matthews’ Football Album, The Big Book of Football Champions and Tommy Lawton’s All Star
Football Book began to appear. Such books can still be picked up relatively cheaply on eBay or in
second-hand bookshops or even in charity shops. Black and white photography was the order of the
day as colour photography was not commercially available at the time. To get around the lack of
colour, a now obscure company named LTA Robinson, who produced the aforementioned books
and many others, hand coloured many B&W photographs such as in Picture 1.
Just think of the work involved in doing that. Computers weren’t available at the time, never mind
Photoshop and everything must have been done painstakingly by hand. Some of the pictures are so
good that they are almost works of art. Sadly none of the artists were acknowledged by LTA
Robinson and very little information can now be found on either the artists or LTA Robinson. Picture
2 shows cut out silhouettes of four footballers, and again this must have been created entirely by
hand. The resultant picture looks quite modernistic.
Picture 3a is my final one and here is the Colchester connection. It is of Vic Keeble charging in on
Bert Trautmann in the 1955 Cup final. According to Wikipedia Vic made 114 appearances for
Colchester between 1947 and 1952 scoring 78 goals and was then transferred to Newcastle for
£15,000. Trautmann famously broke his neck in the 1956 FA Cup Final and carried on playing. His
injury was not diagnosed until after the game, which provides a stark contrast to the modern
treatment of head injuries. Trautmann had a truly remarkable life as a member of Hitler Youth, WWII
soldier, POW and Manchester City goalkeeper.

Unusually LTA Robinson included the original B&W photograph of Keeble & Trautmann in the very
same book as the coloured image (Pic 3b). This gives an insight into the process and some of the
editing performed. The two pictures could make a good spot the difference competition. As you can
see, I’ve got Vic to autograph both pictures and I think they both look rather nice.

Pic 1 - Stanley Matthews and Stan Mortensen from Stanley Matthews’ Football Album 1948/49. Stan
Mortensen famously scored a hat-trick for Blackpool in the 1953 FA Cup Final only to see the game
dubbed “The Matthews Final”.

Pic 2 – Clockwise from top left, Jackie Milburn, Nat Lofthouse, Laurie Reilly and Roy Swinbourne
from Bert Williams’ All Star Football Book 1950/51

Pic 3a - Vic Keeble and Bert Trautmann from the Big Book of Football Champions 1954/55. The game
is the FA Cup final 1955, Newcastle v Manchester City, which Newcastle won 3-1.

