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Happy New Year and welcome to 2017
What a turnaround from the U’s!
The management and team deserve huge amounts of praise for what they have achieved since that
Tuesday night at Cheltenham. I think we would all agree that the work rate from the players has been
the rest we have seen for many years. They are enjoying their football again, we are enjoying
watching them again, and between us we making things happen. Long may it continue!
Thank you to all of our members this season and especially those who have travelled with us
around the country. Still some long ones and new ones to go before it’s over.
People ask what’s changed at the U’s to make this happen. A formation change and a flexibility and
awareness to alter it if required has impressed me the most. Add to that a few returning faces to the
squad, such as George Elokobi and Owen Garvan, and all of a sudden everything just seemed to
click into place.
The football has been great and your support has been equally so. Just look at the numbers that
have travelled to places like Newport County and Luton recently. However if we are going to make
this season truly special we are all going to have to encourage everyone that we can to join us at the
Weston Homes. 11 of our remaining 19 games will be at home. Getting more bums on seats will help
us massively in our attempts to reach the play offs or beyond.
People will always find excuses not to come. Let’s all try to convince them otherwise.
Thank you
Jon

U23 CUP GAME v MANCHESTER CITY
After the recent brilliant performance and victory over the Premiership giants at the WHCS, our U23
squad are off to their Academy Stadium on Sunday 12 February for the penultimate game in the
group.
The CUSA are running a coach for members and non members who would like to go along to
support the U’s lads. It’s a 1pm kick off so we are planning on a 6am departure time with a Braintree
pick up. One price fits all we think for this one between £25 to £30 depending on numbers. If you
would like to come with us and it will be first come, first served, please get in touch with us as soon
as possible.
CUSA MEMBERSHIP
Having taken over the reins from Robbie Anderson as interim/acting Membership Secretary, I
thought it would be a good time to share my observations with you all.
The loyalty shown by existing members to renew and the new member’s enthusiasm to be part of
the Association, has quite frankly astonished me. The geographical location of those that enrolled is
truly amazing, we have people from not just the local area but all parts of the United Kingdom
including Scotland, plus member’s in Europe and Australia. It just goes to show how passionate
support for the U’s is.
The task of registering everyone has been an eye opener and I just hope that I can eventually reach
the standard that Robbie set. My computer skills not being top of the range, has led to one or two
delays in preparing and sending out membership cards, but with the help of her indoors, things are
improving!
Sales of Year Bars and badges have also been requested by some of those renewing and have been
despatched around the UK and to Europe. If you have not got yours yet, current season bars are
priced at £3 and older ones £1. We have some going back to 47/8, so if you have any gaps please let
us know.
As many of you who travel with us know, we have transport arranged for every away game, supplied
by our coach travel partner Talisman Coach lines. For those of you who have yet to dip your toe in
the water, give it a go we have many regulars who can provide testimonials of what an enjoyable
experience it can be supporting the U’s on the road. We have also introduced a loyalty rewards
system which will result in a discount being applied to fares once twelve and eighteen trips have
been completed.
For those of you who don’t buy a programme, we this year have sponsored John McGreal which
historically the Association did always try to sponsor the Manager but others have done so before
us over the last few years, resulting in us backing one of the younger players.
As a reminder, we have a vast collection of old programmes, team sheets and tickets for sale. We
have put together some bargain bundles of mixed Colchester Home programmes at £2 for ten. These
are available to collect from the outlet in the South Stand on match days, maybe as a little present
for the U’s fan in your life! We also have a large collection of the old football magazine “Soccer Star”
at £1 each. One edition from February 1962, has a letter from a U’s fan praising the Supporters
Club’s financial help to the football club! The article is reproduced here for you to read.
Once again thank you from all Committee Members for your continued support and let us all get
behind the team for the rest of the season.
Up the U’s Malcolm Cole

EFL CHECKATRADE TROPHY
Thought you might like to read Mike’s published letter to The Football League paper back in
September….
I am writing in support of the excellent letter you published from Graham Goodall regarding this
competition. I have been watching mainly 3rd and 4th tier football for the past 57 years and find the
whole idea of including under 21 teams an anathema.
This competition should be for league 1 and 2 teams giving the opportunity to play at Wembley,
adding a group stage to an already crowded fixture list will not improve the gates, as we have seen
quite the reverse.
Since 1982 I have supported Colchester United, more recently seeing about 40 games a season, yet
I had no enthusiasm to go to Crawley last week, but will be there for our league game in 3 weeks
time.
I wrote to the EFL and received a detailed reply from Andrew Pomfret regarding the re-vamped
competition and he made it clear that the clubs voted to agree to the new format. However, given the
increased prize money, this looks suspiciously like a sweetener and reading the interview you
published with Andrew Pilley the Fleetwood chairman I suspect there is a hidden agenda here.
As for the much used argument that giving our best young footballers experience against "real
men" I make two points. England were out performed at Euro 2016 by Wales and Iceland. Wales had
one "mega star" a few premiership and a number of championship players. What both sides had
was a very positive team spirit and desire, which the England squad did not display.
Skill needs to be matched with attitude. Secondly we have a loan system that allows these players to
go out on loan and play for clubs at tier 3 and 4 level anyway. Perhaps that is an area to explore
more fully ?
Mike Heaps
Colchester United Season Ticket Holder

CUSA WEBSITE
Our website www.cusa.co.uk has a new look and we hope you like it
It’s still slightly a work in progress but already there is loads of information on the CUSA FC from
over the years together a couple of new features – Away Days, which will be your place to house
your comments on away games, stadiums and your journeys there and back
There is also a Guestbook page where you might like to talk about anything else CUSA or U’s
related. Maybe even advertise something you are doing or selling? Effectively we want it to be an
interactive place for our members to talk to us about anything they like
If you have any questions or suggestions about the website, please get in touch

THAT FAMOUS FA CUP GAME AGAINST LEEDS UNITED
In our possession we have a DVD which includes the highlights of the Leeds 1971 FA Cup game and
also the Watney Cup Final against WBA. Copies can be produced quite easily and are available for
sale to our members, so if you would like one please do get in touch with us
BRYN AND BILL FOOTBALL SHOW
Please check out this excellent football show hosted by two massive U’s fans. It’s online at
www.colneradio.com every Thursday evening between 8 and 9pm, and you can also pick up
previous recordings of the show.
It also hopes to go FM106.6 sometime soon for you to listen in
Follow them on Twitter at @BrynandBill or @ColuBryn, or Facebook under “brynandbill”

COLCHESTER UNITED FOOTBALL SUPPORTERS CLUB QUEEN
A friend of the CUSA found this whilst trawling through some old local papers.
Have to admit that I didn’t realise that the old CUSA had anything like this going on. Perhaps we
should look to begin this tradition again with our own King and Queen of the season?

If perhaps you know something about this or have another U’s story to tell,
then we would be very pleased to hear from you

CUSA AWAY TRAVEL
We are pleased to announce the following details for the remaining away games of the season.
Times and prices may be subject to slight change, so please contact us or visit the website for exact
information
SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY – BLACKPOOL
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 7.00AM
ADULT MEMBERS £34
CONCESSION MEMBERS £32

SATURDAY 18 MARCH – CREWE ALEXANDRA
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 8.30AM
ADULT MEMBERS £27
CONCESSION MEMBERS £25

SATURDAY 18 FEBRUARY – ACCRINGTON
STANLEY
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 7.30AM
ADULT MEMBERS £32
CONCESSION MEMBERS £30

SATURDAY 1 APRIL – NOTTS COUNTY
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 9.30AM
ADULT MEMBERS £20
CONCESSION MEMBERS £18

TUESDAY 28 FEBRUARY – GRIMSBY TOWN
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 1.00PM
ADULT MEMBERS £24
CONCESSION MEMBERS £22

EASTER MONDAY – MORECAMBE
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 7.00AM
ADULT MEMBERS £34
CONCESSION MEMBERS £32

SATURDAY 4 MARCH – CAMBRIDGE UNITED
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 11.30AM
ADULT MEMBERS £16
CONCESSION MEMBERS £14

SATURDAY 29 APRIL – LEYTON ORIENT
COACH DEPARTS THE WHCS AT 12.00PM
ADULT MEMBERS £14
CONCESSION MEMBERS £12

Our intention for away travel has always been that we try to break even over the whole of the
season, or at the very worst, any losses do not exceed our membership income. Over the course of
last season, we lost roughly £800 on away travel which was manageable. We gauge our prices on a
certain number of people per coach and occasionally we make a small profit but more often, a small
loss. Evening games can be our downfall but we insist that we will always run a coach regardless of
numbers – although in the dim and distant past this has evolved into a minibus!
So far this season, we have a deficit of around £2000, which is mainly due to the cup game at
Crawley and that we made offer of a fixed low price for the October trips to Carlisle, Doncaster and
Plymouth. Other than these games, it has been generally business as usual for us and we are
overwhelmed and delighted by the support we have received from members, new and old, in the
face of the competition we have faced.

Despite a healthy bank balance built up over the years, especially from the Layer Road and Corner
Bar days, we cannot afford to let these losses continue at the same level, so we will have to keep a
closer eye on our breakeven point for the remainder of the season
We felt that it was important that our members were fully aware of where we are and where we are
going. The CUSA is very proud of its’ away travel history and very appreciative of all the support you
have given us over the years
Finally, and I am pleased to say that we never have a problem in this area, but it is worth reminding
our members that it is an offence for a coach operator and the CUSA stewards to allow the carriage
of alcohol on journeys to football matches
CUSA AGM 19 SEPTEMBER 2016
Thank you to the members who attended our AGM back in September
It was agreed at the meeting that Student membership category should be changed from “aged over
16 in full time education” to “16-21 years old” and that the CUSA would adopt the Safeguarding
Children Policy for members under 18 with our rules
The meeting remembered some former members, such as Colin Hazelton, Brian Simpson, Graham
Moore, Tony Girvan and Kevin Roberts who sadly passed away during the previous 12 months
The two year tenure for Committee meant that there was no election this year although thanks was
given to Ken Oliver who had chosen to stand down and to Mike Heaps who had been co-opted to the
Committee. Grateful thanks were also expressed to Robbie Anderson who had passed the baton of
his work to acting Membership Secretary Malcolm Cole
Various other items were discussed including the advent of the Roman Coaches offer to supporters
for away travel, the success of the Open Day and the work that the Committee were undertaking on
our programme and team sheet collection
Treasurer Jackie Anderson declared the financial position of the CUSA as at the end of the 2016
financial year to be in the region of £23,000
It was also announced that the CUSA would approach the football club to discuss the renovation of
the Layer Road Bricks that currently form part of the WHCS walkway, and also to discuss the reactivation of the Fans Consultation Group that they used to organise
It was noted that the 2017 AGM would be held before the end of June
A copy of the AGM minutes are available to members at no charge upon request
THANK YOU
The CUSA Committee would like to send heartfelt thanks to Malcolm and Cicelie Smith who have
very kindly made a donation to help us with our travel costs and expected shortfall this season.
It means an awful lot to us that the work we do and the actions we take are supported in this way.
Thank you so much for your generosity and we promise to put it to good use.

CUSA FC
Looks like some of lads missed the “say cheese” before their pre-season friendly
against Bradfield Rovers
It’s been an improved season for the team up in the Colchester Sunday League Premier Division,
and as the number of league games dwindle, they are still in a couple of cup competitions and by
good grace and fortune, coupled with a few goals, a cup final may be on the cards
Thanks to all of the players so far this season, but I have to mention one of our former great, and I
can’t really call him a veteran, Jim McLean who helped us out in one game by throwing on a pair of
goalkeeping gloves at the ripe old age of 50 something
Jim was quite brilliant and is definitely in our top three for “Save of the Season” at the moment

CUSA CONTACT POINTS
Post – Jon Burns, Chairman, 17 Northgate Street, Colchester CO1 1EZ
Email – enquiries@cusa.co.uk
CUSA Away Travel - phone (7-9pm) or text – Jon 07752 531600 and Jackie 07873 294146
Email - away_travel@cusa.co.uk
CUSA Membership – Malcolm 07901 612603 – membership@cusa.co.uk
Twitter - @CUSAsupporters

Facebook – Colchester United Supporters Association

